=

ST WW—QOW

National Housing Policy
2016

5

National Housing Authority

Grihayan Bhaban
82 Segunbagicha, Dhaka.
www.nha.gov.bd




Content

Serial Subject Page No
1. Introduction 5
2. Necessity of Housing 5
3. Goal and Objectives 9
4. Salient Features of Housing Policy 13

4.1 Planning 13
4.2 Land-------- | 17
4.3 Financing---- 21
4.4 Infrastructure 2
4.5 Building Construction Material and Technology------ 29
4.6 Human Resource Development 31
4.7 Slum and Squatter Settlement 33
4.8 Rural Housing 35

4.9  Social Housing: House Reconstruction and Rehabilitation 39
in Environmentally Disaster Affected Areas ---------------

4.10 - Social Housing: Housing for Distressed, Women Headed 39
Family, Elderly and Poor

4.11  Role of Government in Housing 41

5 Proposed Strategies and Monitoring of Policy Implementation 47
and Assessment----- .

5.1 Proposed Strategies 47

52 Supervision and Assessment 51



1. Introduction:

1.1 Housing 1s the basic need of human beings. Housing provides shelter, security,
social status and privacy of living in a healthy and comfortable environment. In
addition, housing creates the ground for employment and earning. Through planned
economic development, it is the constitutional obligation of a state to provide decent
housing for all to ensure improvement of living standard and enrichment of cultural
milieu. The government is committed to provide planned housing to all. The
government is concerned about existing housing crisis in both urban and rural areas.
"None should be homeless" is the motto of the government. In order to address the
housing deficit, the government is playing a proactive role by adopting appropriate
planning and management approaches to guarantee access to affordable housing for
everyone.

1.2 The Government of Bangladesh considers housing as an inseparable part of
human settlement. cultural and economic advancement. The government took the
initiative to prepare Housing Policy of Bangladesh in the light of the
recommendations and guidelines declared in the First Human Settlement Summit,
Vancouver Canada. 1976; Second Human Settlement Summit 1996, Istanbul, Turkey
and recommendations from series of seminars organized during World Habitat Day
since its inception in 1986 by United Nation.

In the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), also
known as the Rio de Janeiro Earth Summit, 1992, United Nation strongly appealed to
governments across the globe to implement the recommendations and declarations
related to development of human settlements. In the context of guidelines and
planning objectives mentioned above, the "National Housing Policy 1993" was
approved in the Ministerial Meeting on 27th September, 1993. The "National
Housing Policy 1993" was revised and updated in 1999.

"National Housing Policy 2013" has been prepared with the view to address the
increase of population, decrease of per capita land, deterioration of environment and
prevailing global context. In this respect, "National Housing Policy 1993" has been
changed, elaborated, modified, and revised to make it more pertinent and contextual .

2. Necessity of Housing

2.1 Housing has become a very critical and escalating problem in Bangladesh. This
problem is complex and multi dimensional in nature due to a number of concerns
such as swelling of homeless population, increase of number of unapproved and
illegally encroached slum settlements, gradual increase of land price, house rent and
cost of construction material. lack of civic amenities for healthy living and limited
access of low and middle income people to affordable housing.



2.2 According to the government assessment, there was a shortfall of 3.1 million
housing units during the time of preparation of "National Housing Policy 1993". By
the year 2000. this deficit increased to 5.0 million units. It was considered vital to
build 6.2 million pucca units by the year 2010, considering that the cost of
construction material and other necessaries would remain under control. Apart from
this, it is evident from published research works that the urban areas of the country
have a need of about 10 million units by the year 2015. This implies that each year
there is a need of constructing one million new housing units to be added to the
housing stock.

2.3 About 72% of total population lives in rural areas and 81% of total housing stock
is located in rural Bangladesh. Rural people mostly build their houses at individual
initiative. The government support in rural housing sector is limited to construction
of disaster shelter and some housing in disaster affected areas and by facilitating
people with some construction material as aid. According to the nature of building
structure, about 80% of the rural housing stock belongs to a sub standard level.
Building materials used in rural houses cannot withstand the impacts of flood and
cyclones. Moreover. the poverty prone rural people cannot afford to repair and
maintain their houses and it become dilapidated soon. In addition, many people
become homeless due to river bank erosion and fire incidences. These affected
people mostly start building their houses in government land, mortgaged land and
rental homesteads.

2.4 The population of urban areas is increasing at a faster rate and the major share of
the growing population pressure is concentrated in metropolitan areas and big cities
of the country. But it is possible to undertake housing projects from public or private
sector at an affordable price to cater the growing need of the common people. Again,
due to lack of financial support, the upgrading of existing housing stock and
extension of infrastructural facilities has also become difficult. As a result, urban
people are crammed in small dwelling units and overcrowded slums and settlements
are swelling everywhere. It is creating excessive pressure on prevailing inadequate
civic amenities and facilities. This problem is getting worse because of the
institutional weakness of the national and local agencies responsible for housing
supply and management. Moreover. necessary attention was not paid to address the
need of housing for the poor. '

2.5 The trend of emergence of private slums and squatters and the tendency of illegal
encroachment and unlawful penetration to government land and other open spaces
are considered as the consequences of housing crisis caused by the pressure of
urbanization. Due to lack of adequate and timely initiatives in housing sector, at
present, a significant share of residents of Dhaka mega city are bound to reside in
slums and overcrowded settlements,
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